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D ras foretold by Ieiah, ferent hindi 
1 dred years before our Lord appeared 
in the fleſh, that he ſhould be deſpiſed 
and rejected of men. There were ſeveral 
_ reaſons for this. 1. He was a poor man. 
Though he was rich; yet for our ſakes he 
became poor, that we through his poverty 
might be rich. This wa$'contrary to the 
expectation of the Jews. They looked 
for their Meſſiah to appear with external 
pomp and power, - But when they ſaw 
him, they hid a8 it were their faces from 
him, and cried;/ 1s not this the Carpenter's | 
Son? He who had not where to lay his 
head was of ſmall account with thoſe who 
were covetous, and proud of yorldly diſ- 


tinctions. 5 
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* 1 . ee When they 1 beard 4 15 517 1 1 
| am the Reſurrection and the Life: If ye 
believe not that I an be; ye ſhall die in 
Four | ſins ; ; they were filed with indigna- 
and cried out, he ee and 
bear ye mae es 1 
3. The authority alſo wk which he 

bee tau ght, and the ſeverity with which he 
the Hypocriſy of their moſt ad- 
| Hired characters, ſtrengthened the Enmity 
et him. Hence it was determined, 
in their council chat whoſoever acknow- 


= 


. 


„ 74 ths 8 


that he who was 
ect auſe he teſti- 
den of it that i its Wende were evil, ſhould 
have all manner of evil ſpoken of him, 
and be numbered with 1281 traaſzreſſora 
boch in life and death. V 


But his enemies were not ſatisfied! with 

13 to make void his teaching by 
- wrelting his words, and charging | his moſt 

| Uivine actions with fin, they took counſel, 
wee are told in this paſſage, bow they might 
4 © efitangle him i in his talk. In or r to this, 
5 — 8 Luke informs us, ch. XX, 20, they 
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deliver. _ to. the, power and einen 
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vas no doubt matter of f pri 
all the people, that our Lord had. heen 
filent upon every queſtion of this kind, 
The nation, at large looked out for a Deli: 
verer from the Roman yoke. Even his 
own Diſciples expected a temporal king - 
dom, and that he mould be, in that ſenſe, - 
placed upon the Throne of David. This 
Was thought to be exprelaly allerted i in the 
ancient Prophecies, 'This general expe - 
tion had ſo awakened the Pa of 6 
that u on the report of the Wiſe Men, 
reſpe ing the birth of the Meſſiah, he 
Ele forth bis foldiers, and barbaroully 
murdered all the infants in 
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nts in the col ines 
of Bethlehem, hoping to deſtroy him a among | 
them, whoſe ſtar had appe arcd in the caſt, 
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kin u : and this: the work 
mall know, «when his enemies hall | be 
made his foi tſtool. Of his kingdom in 
this reſpect, it is not for us to know the 
times and the ſeaſons. But we know that 
. was | manifeſt i in the feſh to take away 

99 and to pur i 7 to himfelf a pecu- 
iar people zealous. of good works, and 
| holy as he who ned . is 3 a 


Np "Mis enemies, However, 1 were: efotved 
0 tithe ſhould ſpeak op this lubject ; and 
4 they choſe for this purpoſe ſome of their 
own diſciples, and aſſociated with them 
the Herodians. How ſtrange i is this ! No 
contraries held more antipathy than thoſe 
- who were thus united in this attempt. The 
Phariſees hated the Roman Government, 
as having broken the Sceptre of Judah, - 


vit nce of the Lord. Hence their averſion 
0 the Publicans, who were e the Tax-gather- 
ers 
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ws for he enen of the Rox man Govern» | 


_ ment, which was the main ſupport of his 


family. But theſe imple enemies 0 
each au united 0 againſt, ; 


.. Theſe wolves. now . cams! to hy: in 
ſheep's cloathing. Maſter; anz. ve 
know that thou art true, and teacheſt th 
way of God in truth: neither careſt tics 
| for any man: for thou regardeſt not the 
perſon of men. (What a teſtimony ! ſo 
the Devil can ſpeak truth for his own pur- 
poſe). Tell us therefore, what thinkeſt 
they f, Is it lawful to give tribute to 
Gel; „ or not ? Here ,was a maſter-piece 
of the wiſdom. frem beneath'! How ſhall 


tricate-bimſelf from this dilemma? 


Hike laid yes, the: Phariſees. would have 
accuſed him to the people, as a betrayer 
of the liberties of his country, and an ene- 
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chat they were under his Government. 


nmatwelied/ ut the wifdom of his anf en 
and that he ſhoꝝld cape out of their 
hands. And they left him, and went their 
| way. And thus to all who learn of hin 
he will give a mouth and wiſdom, that all 
their adverſaries ſhi | 
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the Church, we learn from the New Tef- 
tament. The firſt: miniſters of Chriſt were 
of them, that they turned the world upſide . 
down; ſo great was the power which ac- 
companied their word, and ſo: different 
were the right ways of few on en ; 
they taught and enforced 
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4 Hoes of men both what they Would 5 

i believe and how they ſhould worſhip ? 
How ſoon was the word of God made | 
void by the traditions of men, and a. worlds | 
ly religion eſtabliſhed by the power of the 
ſword ! the Kings of the earth joined with 

the man of fin, and raiſed a carnal ſyſtem, 
-oppoſite to the ſpirituality and heavenly 
nature of the kingdom of Chriſt (and 
therefore called in ſcripture Antichriſt;) 
while all who dared to contend for the 
faith once delivered | to the 2 were 


er. up. to torments and. 16 „ . |} 
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I would R Wen Whst freedtim e 
2 veſpet to the worſhip and ſervice of God, 
2 realous Froteſtant Queen Eliza- 
urning it is true was out of 


5 Fiſhion in her dye. But how many dd 


n hang only for aſſerting their right = 
worſhip God accotding to their own con- 
ſcience ?''” King James, her ſucceſſor, did 
not proverd. -e but did be 
During kis-whole relga/the Puritans were 
more or leſs. perſecuted. In the following 
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tothe deepeſt poverty by fines, and pro- 
ſocutions t till wearied out wich chis op- 
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Conventichs.®: ith the ſordive: it is onaltbed; 
4. That every Parſon,” Vicar, or Miniſter 


Whatever, who has any benefice within 


theſe Realms, ſhall before the a 4th of 
Auguſt next, openly and publickly de- 

« clare, his unſeigned afferit and conſent 
© to all ne neee in the 
4 book of common prayer, or ſhall ipſo 


6 facto be deprived of all his benefices! 


« Likewiſe if any Dean, Prebendary, Maſ- 
<<. ter, Fellow, | Chaplain; or Tutor of any 
College, Hall, Houſe of learning, or 
„ Hoſpital; any publick Profeſſor, or 
other perſon in holy Orders, any School - 

cher, or Tutor in any 
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By this act thouſands of men, Sally 
of ie oihoigg were ſtript of all they had, 


and with their families turned out of houſe 
and home and reduced to little leſs than 


beggary, for! no other fault real or pre- 
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cept in the Churches of the eſtabliſh- 
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was the lberty of conſcience that Engliſh- 
men enjoy. d during the reign of the 
Stuarts a Can we wonder therefore that the 
Lord permitted their total overthrow by 
the Revolution of 1688 ? Fi 

But does any man in this nation now 
ufer any thing like this ? Does our pre- 
ſent King (or 4 any of that family) per- 


ment, — were firſt robbed of all their 
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